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• Serve as infrastructure – water, utility bills, air quality 
• Create an enjoyable environment – uniqueness, beauty, play 
• Some argue that trees are very useful type of crop to have around – food, 

materials. Community self-sufficiency and resilience philosophies. 
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• Stormwater – conifers are especially valuable at this. 
• Shade – deciduous trees especially good at this, particularly if planted in the south 

and west so that they can let light in in the winter when they have no leaves, and 
can provide shade in the summer. 

• Windbreak – less important here than in prairies, but may still have some 
application here – can prevent heat loss from low insulated walls.  

• Pollutants – we learned this past winter that we have an air quality problem in the 
valley during certain times of the year. 
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• Trees can play a helpful role in supporting more traditional forms of 
stormwater/rainwater infrastructure (drainage) 

• Managing water is a huge issue in our community – too much in the winter 
(flooding), too little in the summer (drought). Having ‘living green things’ around 
can help to ‘buffer’ these extremes in seasonal climate conditions.  

• Trees hold a lot of water – physically – during rain events, and help to transpire…. 
Which is also helpful during droughts as they can pull water from deep in the soil 
and create a moderated micro-climate around them. Cooling from shade, but also 
from the tree breathing.  
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We’re starting to quantify their benefits to justify why they’re a part of our urban 
infrastructure like roads or pipes. 
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• Not only do trees do work for us, they also have requirements because they are 
living things.   

• Their health can become compromised during development. 
• People might forget that the root mass is critical to maintain, and existing drainage 

patterns that the tree would have adapted to. 
• Living with a tree is a relationship like any other. 
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• Trees are part of larger landscape scale living systems – ecosystems.  
• Togeter, forested areas can help to preserve stream ecosystems. These images are 

showing that as a community develops with more impervious surfaces (roads, 
driveways, rooftops), that stream complexity, native biodiversity and productivity 
decrease. At the same time, temperatures and pollutant loadings increase. Effects 
of forestry are well known on salmon populations when it was learned that what 
happens on the land is essential to fish survival and reproduction in particular – 
urban fish need healthy streams too.  

• This is not to say that trees alone can save urban streams, but their very presence 
ensures that there are permeable surfaces, shade, and water retention and slow 
release over an entire watershed.   
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• Great resource on collection of scientific studies on the values that trees can 
provide to communities, including people’s perceptions such as healing benefits.  

• (How many have heard of the studies that show that people recovering in a 
hospital who have a view of trees and nature, recover faster than people who 
don’t?).  

• Is a university initiative from University of Washington. 
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• I’ve mentioned a number of values that trees provide: From the utilitarian in terms 
of treating them like urban infrastructure, from a private property value 
perspective, and even health and wellness was mentioned.  

• Sometimes it’s fun to see what our neighbours are up to compare.  
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• Our neighbours to the north have recently released a study that shows the value of 
Campbell River’s urban forest from a quantification of values perspective.  

• Campbell River does not yet have a Tree Protection and Management Bylaw, but 
they recognize that urban forest inventory is a first phase towards achieving that.  
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• The City does not have an urban forest strategy, and this bylaw review exercise is 
not intended to be an urban forest strategy, but we have done some preliminary 
analysis of urban canopy cover, which is one metric used to understand the urban 
forest.  
 

• Preliminary analysis (DRAFT) suggests that based on 2012 aerial imagery that the 
overall City wide canopy cover is approximately 37%. This appears to be a 
respectable number when we compared to other pacific coast communities of 
comparable size. Many communities do aim for a higher target however – in the 
40%+ range.  
 

• The Local Area Plans are all asking for more tree retention – Old Orchard, Arden 
Corridor, South Courtenay, Sandwick, Mission. 
 

• One of the questions in the survey is about if you support an urban forest strategy 
which would allow us to understand Courtenay’s tree resources as a system better.  
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• Greenfield developments (new subdivisions) are an opportunity to preserve trees 
as part of larger connected ecosystems.  

• Existing neighbourhoods are opportunities to identify trees of particular beauty, or 
specimen quality.  

• These are different contexts and preliminary findings from the survey are 
indicating that survey participants are interested in taking a more ‘design’ 
approach to greenfield development that aims to retain clusters of trees that make 
sense in an overall park and ecological context.  

17 



18 



19 



20 



21 


